


Memorandum of Agreement — 
Collaborative Academic Program 
between
The Curators of the University of Missouri (USA) for the University of Missouri [School/College]
and
[Name of partner institution (country)]
This agreement is made between the Curators of the University of Missouri on behalf of the University of Missouri [School/College] (hereafter referred to as [MU School/College] or Mizzou) and [Name of partner institution (country)] (hereafter referred to as [XYZ]) to establish a collaborative academic program.
1. Agreement 
a. [XYZ] and [MU School/College] wish to establish a collaborative academic program in which qualified students enrolled at [XYZ], after successfully completing the first three years of their undergraduate curriculum, will be accepted into selected fields of study at [MU School/College] (subject to all applicable Mizzou policies of admission, procedures and standards) for the next two years to finish a required training curriculum to qualify for their bachelor's degree — to be awarded by [XYZ] — and a master’s degree — to be awarded by Mizzou. 
b. [XYZ] and [MU School/College] have agreed that the collaborative program will be based on best practices and conducted in accordance with the terms and conditions set out in this agreement. 
c. [XYZ] and [MU School/College] may modify the agreement through mutual discussion and content. No amendment of this agreement shall be legally binding upon either institution unless specified in writing and signed by both institutions. 
2. Program implementation 
a. The collaborative academic program will be implemented and administered in three phases. During phase I, [XYZ] will select students as candidates to study at [MU School/College] under the collaborative program and these students will study at [XYZ] to complete the first three years of a four-year bachelor’s degree program in disciplines mutually agreed upon by [XYZ] and [MU School/College]. Each discipline must establish a curriculum approved by both institutions, which will be attached as a separate amendment to this agreement. The qualified students, as recommended by [XYZ] and evaluated and accepted by [MU School/College] in accordance with the Mizzou’s international admission procedures and standards, will enter phase two of the collaborative program. In phase II, the students will continue their studies in the chosen discipline in [MU School/College] following the approved curricula. Upon satisfying all applicable graduation requirements, each successful student will receive a bachelor’s degree from [XYZ]. In phase III, students will apply for and pursue a master’s degree from Mizzou. 
b. Each discipline in the collaborative academic program will require a program of study approved by both [XYZ] and [MU School/College] containing general and technical courses satisfying the bachelor’s degree requirements at [XYZ] and the master’s degree requirements at [MU School/College]. The program of study for each discipline should detail the course sequences to guide students’ study. Students in the collaborative program may enroll in up to [##] credit hours of graduate coursework during the first year at Mizzou under the Senior Dual Enrollment Program, which upon successful completion may be used toward a master’s degree at Mizzou. 
c. The three phases of the collaborative academic program are details as follows: 
i. Phase I
1. Three years of study at [XYZ], during which the students will complete courses required by their own disciplines as well as extra English language classes and achieve the language proficiency required by Mizzou for entry.
2. Students who wish to proceed to phase II of the collaborative program will be assessed by MU International Admissions staff to determine their qualifications and eligibility for entry to Mizzou in the same manner as all other international students wishing to enroll at Mizzou. Students must meet academic eligibility requirements as well as Mizzou’s English language requirements, which can be found at admissions.missouri.edu/apply/international. 
3. Students who pass the assessment process in 2.c.i.2 will be admitted to undergraduate study at [MU School/College] under the collaborative academic program. Mizzou will provide certificates of visa eligibility to [XYZ] students accepted and admitted to the program. [XYZ] students will utilize the certificates to apply for and obtain students visas from the U.S. Embassy/Consulate. [XYZ] students are responsible to pay for the government visa application and associated exchange visitor fees. 
4. Once the student visa is issued and all Mizzou requirements for enrollment are satisfied, students will be permitted to enroll at Mizzou under the collaborative academic program. Students who fail the assessment or are unable to obtain a student visa will continue their studies at [XYZ]. 
ii. Phase II
1. After obtaining the appropriate visa, students will transfer to [MU School/College] as undergraduate students under this agreement. Although MU International Admissions will not accomplish a course-by-course transfer evaluation, they will evaluate the student’s overall academic record to determine admissibility, and, if admissible, the student will be admitted as an undergraduate student. 
2. Students in Phase II will be afforded all the usual privileges of full-time students studying at Mizzou in accordance with all applicable laws and regulations. 
3. Students who have successfully completed one year of degree specific technical electives at [MU School/College] will be reviewed and, if approved by [XYZ], will be awarded the graduation certificate and bachelor’s degree of [XYZ]. 
iii. Phase III
1. Students will formally apply for graduate admission by completing the MU Graduate School’s application for admission and by providing the required supplementary application materials to the academic program. The students will also provide an official letter of completion of their bachelor's degree from [XYZ] and official transcripts to the MU Graduate School. Once the letter and transcript are received and evaluated, and if the departmental graduate program and the Graduate School agree the student meets Mizzou’s graduate admission requirements, the student will be admitted to a [MU School/College] master’s program in the participating discipline. Upon completion of requirements, [XYZ] students shall obtain a master’s degree from Mizzou. 
3. Tuition and fees
a. Student fees for Phase I studies will be established by [XYZ] and Mizzou shall have no claims against those fees. 
b. Students in the collaborative academic program phase II and III will be responsible for all costs of study at Mizzou. The cost shall include international and domestic transportation expenses, room and board, insurance and all the prescribed fees to be collected by Mizzou. The base fees for phase II and III are the non-Missouri resident fees published by Mizzou, which can be found at financialaid.missouri.edu/cost-of-attendance/graduate. These fees may be adjusted at the sole discretion of Mizzou. Collaborative academic program students are not eligible for tuition support through the Graduate Student Support Program.
c. [XYZ] will have no claims against fees collected by Mizzou. [XYZ] waives any rights to commission on student fees paid to Mizzou. 
4. Controlling laws
a. Before resorting to external dispute resolution mechanisms, the institutions shall attempt to settle by negotiation any dispute in relation to this agreement. 
5. Nondiscrimination
a. In connection with the furnishing of equipment, supplies and/or services under the contract, the contractor and all subcontractors shall not discriminate against any recipients of services or employees or applicants for employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, ancestry, religion, sex, pregnancy, age, disability, protected veteran status, or any other status protected by applicable state or federal law and federal funds, if any, may not be used for programs that discriminate based on any such protected status.
6. Term and termination
a. This agreement shall remain in effect from the date of the last signature for an initial period of five years. 
b. In the fifth year after commencement of the agreement, the institutions will undertake a joint evaluation. The agreement may be renewed for another term of five years unless otherwise agreed, as stipulated in clause 6.c.
c. This agreement may be terminated by either institution by giving the other institution a six months’ prior written notice. If the termination date falls during a phase of the program, students currently participating in the program will be allowed to complete the program.
7. Other provisions 
a. [XYZ] and [MU School/College] will designate, respectively, [XYZ contact name, phone, email] and [MU contact name, phone, email] to serve as contact persons for the joint program. They will confer periodically with each other. 
b. The collaborative academic program procedures and charges described herein are based on Mizzou, [MU School/College] and departmental policies, which many change from year to year. The information referred to in this document cites by the official Mizzou websites shall, at the time of a student’s application, supersede the corresponding procedures and charges described herein. 
c. The agreement has been reviewed by relevant faculty, department chairs and other administrators of both institutions who are in support of this agreement. 

For the Curators of the University of Missouri:		For [XYZ]:

___________________________________				___________________________________
Matthew P. Martens, Ph.D.					[Name]
Provost and Executive Vice Chancellor			[Title]
for Academic Affairs			
Date: ______________________________				Date: ______________________________

___________________________________				___________________________________
Mary Stegmaier, Ph.D.						[Name]
Vice provost for International Programs			[Title]
Date: ______________________________				Date: ______________________________

___________________________________				___________________________________
[Name]								[Name]
Dean of [MU School/College]					[Title]
Date: ______________________________				Date: ______________________________

___________________________________				___________________________________
Casey Forbis							[Name]
Senior business services consultant				[Title]	
The Curators of the University of Missouri 
on behalf of MU Business Services
Date: ______________________________				Date: ______________________________



